
ANOTHER COMPfcGMISE PROPOSED.

Ik Si*at*.Fss-acaa* 28, 185ft.
Mr. "BELL. Mr. President, I have been weiting-feT seve¬

ral days for an appropriate occasion to present to the consider¬
ation Or '.he 8enaie a series ef.proposition* connected with the
distracting question which baa agitated us so long. I now
desire the courtesy of the Senate to extend t » ir.e h? privi¬
lege of a iking some e*planfitions of the resolution*; which I
have to present.

I owe an apology to thef Senate, Mr. Presiient. cad to the
public, for being the medium of presenting any series of pro¬
positions or resolutions upon-e subject which ha»4Kcapied the
attentiau of this body so- long, and in relation to which so

great a number of propositions have already been submitted
ar.d re mtnented on tn geh'iemen far more distio<»ai«hed for
aUlily and influence in the eoun'ry than myself. And, sir,
I desire to state that*I trust l am not actuated in the slightest
degree by any petty ambition of desiring to present proposi¬
tions ef my own 5 or that I'.have the presumption te suppose
that'I shall be able Jo dfiur any thing that will inect the gene¬
ral acceptation and approbation of this body,* or, least of all,
that I could aspire to <he honor of being a - pacificator. I
neither pretend to, car-air I entitled to that .position here, or

tn the country, as respeotc any weight to be given to any
propositions I shall submit, fcrcuuse they comc from me. No,
sir,' I do not claim this consideration, and I rather think that
no particular weight cr influence cau be given-to any propo¬
sition* for the adjusUr.entof this controversy made by any gen-
tfemac from the South. vThey must come frot:. gentlemen
from a different quarter.rwai the North, where the power
exists '.o settle this fceetian. The only small mefttthit I claim
is that of being a compiler. I cannot say that thsre is a sin¬
gle oae of the proposition, which I intend to [-resent, that
is enthely original, or oee which has not pasood through the

A
minds >.fat least a doc en honorable Senators.

I do not propose, upon this occasion, to ecter ir.to a gene¬
ral ijiaot'ssion of these distracting questions, important and
interesting as they ma}--be/ 1 only desire to submit, such brief
explanations of any suggestions contained in the resolutions
.which 1 have to present, which may be different from those
embraced in the numerous.propositions heretofore presented.
I will no: trouble the feenau. by reading moie than the lust
clause of the short preamble by which I have thought pro-
P®f to preface the proposition:. which I design to present. It
is in in these words:

Wherees the joint sasoiuUon for annexing Teas to the
United Sh tes, approves! 1, 1845, contains.tit? follow¬
ing condfc 011 and guaranty,*&*t is to say: States cf
convenient size, not exceeding four iu number, inaddition to
said Stato*.fTexas, and havieg sufficient population, may here¬
after, by tL : consent of scid^SLte, be formed out ol'tthe terri¬
tory theraq.*', which shall be, ootitled to admission,under the
provision**;' the federal constit ution ; and such States as may
be formed .act of that (MM-tioivof said Tertitory lying south of
36 d«g. 30 iuin. north latitude* commonly known as.-Ute Mis¬
souri com premise line, shall l>£ admitted into the t aion with
or without slavery, as the people «f each State asking admis¬
sion may «fet> re; and iu such-State or States as shall be
formed out <rf said territory north of said Missouri-compro¬
mise line, slavery or involuatary. servitude (except for-criiue)
shall be prohibited."
The first p<^xwiiion I propeso Co submit, sir, is in.these

«--ord« :

Urtolted, Tj*a', the obligation -to comply with the condition
ar.d guaranty uLc ve recited in gqo< faith be distinctly reseig-
nised, and that, in part complisince with the same, as soon as

th-. people of Tf%t.i shall, by au act.cf their Legislature,
nify their assent, ,ly restricting cite limits thereof within tbs
territory lying e;»«: of the Trinity ami jouth of the Red river,
and when the people ot the residue ofilte territory claimed by I
1 eats Ij'iog south/Cl" the 34th degree. of north latitude and w est,1
ot I ritnty shalj^with the assent ol Texas, adopt a consti- J
tutiea republican tn> Qfnn, they be admitted into the Union j
upon Jin eq-ial footing in all respects wilL the original States.

I dc not kqow, Mr. President, that'(acre has been any de¬
sire nu-nifested in the-Southern States that a new slave State t

shouki lie now aJmined into the Union,if it were practicable.
I have-teen no notices." any such desire ;:no manifestation of
any expectation even that such a proposition would be offered.
Nevertheless, sir, I am .of opinion that it would have a most

salutary and liea|ing mllience at this time throughout the
whole S*uth. I am »ware of the existence of a sentiment
prevaleut uj some extent ft the South, which, wtpposes it pro¬
bable.so strong is the sentiment at the North, in the free
Stites, against the extentior- of the slave power in Congress.
tha», a* any time hereafter,.«hen in the coursexf events this
proposition fhall come direatiy from the pe«p!e of Texas,
the guaranty and conditions the joint resolution .referred to
in the preamUa will not be complied with. They feel no US-

Durance upon this point.
I do not siy .'.hat this expectation or this approhccsion is

jtsUlied by any thing I have seen avowed at the North ; cer-

tably not by an; thing I have he$rd avowed in this hall; for
upon this point I*just do the gentlemen of the North Justice,
and-sty that in specking of the comparative extent and tiuan-

tity.af free and slave territory in the United States, the "large
territories of Texas, .embracing some two or three hundred
sqpare miles, have been uniformly punted to as slave tetri-
tory, oyt of which oth$r slave States may propetly, and with¬
out infringing upon the sentiments and opinions of the North,
be admit-'.ed into the Union. It is for the purpose of meeting
and quieting this apprehension of the South, and for the
soothing efc'ect which the admission of such a State into the
l.nion now would have, th*t I have thought proper to pro¬
pose it.

Again, Mr. President, it has been comm«nly the practice
01 the Government heretofore, when practicable, that when
a slave State h*s been admitted a new free State should
bfc contemporaneously admitted. And so when a f ee State at
the North was newly admitted, if found practicable, a new
slave State at ihj South came in at the same time. It was
upon thj> principle that Maine was severed from Massachu¬
setts arul erected into a separate 8tate when Missouri came

in. Michigan and Aitansas were contemporaneously admit¬
ted, I believe, in conformity with the same sentiment, fowa
ar d Florida were I believe admitted in the same way. Sir,
I am aware th#t this practice cannot be long continued. No
expectation can be, or is *> far as I know, indulged by the
South that it cao be continued for any length of time to come.
But now it is proposed to admit California as a free State.
Here i- a Territory, here is a popnla'ion authorizing the ad¬
mission ot a slave ttfate, and thus, if Texas were to assent to
the formation of the new State, the practice might be con¬

tinued up to this time at least. I have sa d, sir, that no ex¬

pectation of continuing this practice which has obtained here¬
tofore can be indulged by the South. 8ir, what is the pros-
{.ecl he fore the slave States on this subject ? Nebraska and
the Territory of Minnesota will soon, very soon, form two
additional free States. Oregon will present the country with
four new States j fwo very s ;on, and two more to follow at a

subsequent time. I speak advisedly on this subject, from my
knowledge of the territory there. Two new free States will
bef ore a great while be fmn?d there, and two may be postponed
to some more remote period. California and New Mexico
wiil give us tour new Sta'ea, if not six. Here, sir, at the
lowest calculation, we hate lour to Oregon, fmr to New
Mexico and California, and two to the new Territories already
formed in the Northwest; to say nothing of the Territory still
f'jrther north and west of the waters of the Missouri, we shall
ha^e ten new free States! And where is the equivalent to the
.lave States to be found ? My first proposition is to admit one
new fctate now in conformity with ancient practice, which
must soon l>e abandoned. I propose to restrict the State of
Texas to tjie territory lying east of the Trinity and south of
Ked river; a territory large enough to form a magnificent
®t,te.one of the first class. The population in then; limits
is altogether sufficient to authorize the formation of a State.
I am advised that it is eq'ial to the existing ratio of represen¬
tation in Congress.

1 be new ^tate proposed to be admitted into the Union with
the arsent ol lexas includes all the territory now claimed by
Texas lying west of the Trinity and south of the thirty fourth
parallel of north latitude. The territory proposed for the new

State, it will be perceived, is of very large extent; the popu¬
lation is more than sufficient to justify the formation of a new

State, exceeding fhe population east of the Trinity by many
thousands.

fhe proposition does not involve nor a-k<of the North any
violation of sen'iment or feeling there, unless it be one based
upon a design of violating stcred obliga'ions, which I am sure
does not exist. It jg in strict conformity with til? plighted
public faith of the whole country, North and South. What
forbids.it, then ? Tcxa», Mr. Prcsid<nt, may not give its
assent. I have no information to give to ti e Senate u; on that
subject. I am not authorized to sjy that any one member of
the fex-is delegation in this hou e, or in the House of Repre¬
sentatives, i« prepared to give his a?s>nt to this proposition.
B j% be that as it may, say that Texas ref.^es her ass-nt,
vet here is a peace-off ring from the North. So far as it
is cjfrulatod have any influence, whether it is rejected or

accepted by Texas, just credit will be due to the policy and
magnanimity, or rather justice of the North, in corcc ling it
t>y legislation, and making it depend upon the conoent of the
South, (of Texas,) whether this new State shall be admit¬
ted into the Union.
My next r. solution, Mr. President, proposes, if Texas shall

a?rre to accept the session of all the unappropriated domain
in the territory eUimcJ by Texas west of the Coloiado river,
ex-ending north to the 42d pa'allcl of north latitude and to
ce-e tr.e jurisdiction and sovereignty over, together with the
una propr;%»ed do nain of all the territory claimed by Texas
north of the :J4° of north la'itude. I will read the resolution,
it speaks for itself:

RrtohrJ, 1 hit if Tvxas sIimII sgree to cede, the United
ate* will accept a cession of all the urrappropriated do nain
atl the territory claimed bv Texas, lying west of the Colo-

r*
,

. M,,,i extending north of the i*l parallel of north latitude,
a ''to pay therelor a mtn not exceeding millions of
.(. ats, to tie applied in the first place to the extinguishment

r t any p'-rton «t the existing public debt of Texas, tor the dis-
" ,4 ,

w,"cl' tinted States are under any oblig.tions,
n.n.tedeir oehe;-*i*, Und the remainder as Texas shall re-

quire.
Here, again, the first que tion preser t-d i», will T. xas o»»d*

toss i,o:n*.n for any of :r.e purposes intended to be accom-

plished by thferproposition; and the second quettrc® it.'wfcat
price iboukl the Government of the United States piy it
That I concern to be tbe main subject of inquiry. And
who, Mr. President, will cavil upon that point' And whc will
calculate the value of this Union in reference to a proportion
which-may secure its harmony, perhaps its permenenet

For my p*rt, I regard this Union as abo«e all-pries. I
know of no arithmetic by which to compute the %&lue ef this
Union in dollar* and cents.

___

But gentlemen may say the Union is not in danger. Ah.
If so, then I shall be a great deal less solicitous that these
dissensions shall be quieted.that these notes of har^h dis¬
cord which we hear resourcing through this ball from day to

day shall eease. But if the Union is in no danger, if it shall
stand, with all its present magnificent allotment of'Sfcates and
of grdat coir.ieunilies, is there no danger that the history ol
its future career will be marked with continued _ealousies,
discontent, violent hatred and animosity, which wil: assuredly
impair its energy and strip it of half its blessing* 1 hese,
sir, are the considerations which I wish to present upon this
poii.L And who will make a difference in <he estimated value
of the proposed cession between five, and even ten millions
of dollars, if interposed between future harmony and future
discord, future fraternal feeling and future rankling hate i1 Sir,
I cannot conceive that theie can be any difficulty upon this
proposition. I mem as to the amount of the consideration
proposed to te given to Texas.

Well, «ir, my next proposition is as follows : 1

RetHved, That when the population of the* portion of
the territory claimed bv Texas, lying south ot the S4th paral¬
lel of nerth latitude and west ol the Colorado, shall be equal
to the ratio or representation in Congress under the last pre¬
ceding apportionment, according to the provision: ol the con¬

stitution, uik! the people of such Territory shall, with the as¬

sent ol the no* State contemplated in the procedin^ resolu¬
tion, have adopted a State constitution republican inform,
they be admitted into the Union as a State «pcn an equal foot¬
ing with the origiual States.
The principal point in this resolution is the prospective ad¬

mission of another State, to be carved out of tl»o Territory of
Texas, whether slave or free to be determined by the people.
It will probably be a slave Stale. In regard to^vhich I have
to remark thai ihe apprehensions of the North or. the subject
of the (creation of new slave States need notbe excited by
the reading of this resolution. When admitted,-it will bo the
last of its race. It will and must close the account, in my
judgment, of slave States then and forever, m.Set. as long as

this Union laatc. If this proposition should be adopted, and
this Territory be admitted into the Union as a Bute, tlwe
will then have been three slave States carved out of the terri¬
tory belonging to Texas.Texas and tbe two new slave
States now proposed to be admitted. This number, you will
recollect, Mr. PrwKient, falls far short of the calculations of
Southern gentlemen of the advocates of the annexation of
Texa--, wheB that question was presented to the American
people. Fouror five slave States, it was estimated, might and
would be carved out of that territory. Four -slave States
might be carvcd out of that territory, because there ic a coun¬

try extensive enough, rich enough, fertile enough to sustain
a population that would authorize its division into fcur^States ;

but, with the arrangement now proposed, it would be impossi¬
ble that such a project should be ever entertained. Th» peo¬
ple of these two States will not consent to have their boun¬
daries cut down so as to reduce them to the condition cf me¬

dium sized States of this1 Union. They expect to be, and will
maintain the prospect ef heing, large and populous States of
the Union. Therefore, .$ir, there can be no prospect of the
further admission of slave States into the Union at any Ligue.
My next resolution proposes to incorporate all the territory

claimed by Texas north of the 34th parallel of north latitude,
and extending to the 43d parallel of north latitude, with the
Territory of .New Mexico; and that those Territories united
have a form ofGovernment piowded for them suitable to the
condition ol the population, aad without any restriction upon,
the subject of slavery. The resolution is in these words :

Resolved, That all the territory now claimed by Texas ly¬
ing north of the .Uth parallel of north latitude, and which may
i*. ceded to the United States by .Texas, be incorporated with'
the Territory ofNew Mexico^ «txcept such part thereof at liiss
east of the Rio Grande and south ot the 34tn parallel oi north
Utitude, and that the Territory jocosuposed form a State, to1
be admitted into the Union when the inhabitants thereof shall
adojt a constitu ion, republican in fomn, with the consent of
Congress ; but in the mean lime, and until Congress shall
give sach consent, provision be made far the government of
the inhabitants ot said Territory auifJile to their condition,
but without any restriction as to slavery.
The /first point which will be suggested to the tnind of

honorable Senators by this resolution i?, that here is a sur¬

render of'jJ£ degrees of slave territory to be thereafter free
territory. .Tbe southern boundary of these united Territo
ries east of the Rio Grande will lie 120 rnilos south of Santa
Fe, and extending thence east to the western boundary of
the present Indian territory of the United States. The point
to which I wish to direct the attention of Senator* is that, for
whatever porticn of territory that may be claimed to be free,
and included in the Territory proposed to be erected into a
new State west of the Trinity and south of the 24th parallel
of north latitude, -there will be an equivalent of slave territory
surrendered, lying north of tbe 34th parallel of nwih latitude.
It will be remembered that the Missouri compromise line is
the parallel of 36 degrees 30 minutes. Thus wo and a

half degrees of slave territory will be given up to become free,
as I think will be conceded in the candid judgment of all.
Then, sir, all ground of opposition is taken away from this
proposition, on the part ef those who may be called, the " no-

inoh of new slave territory" party. I mean that party who
covld not sleep on their piUows ; or who would prefer to see

the good old ship the "constitution" blown in'o a thousand
atoms, rather than have one inch of what is now free territory
with their consent jiolluted with slavery. I say this with no
ill feeling, but merrly for the pjrpose of stating strongly that
here is a full equivalent of slave territory giveh up to be made
free territory, for all that is claimed to lie now included in the
boundaries of the new States proposed to be carvcd out of
Texas. .

Another point worthy of consideration in this proposition
is, that it would close the controversy between Texas and New
Mexico, in regard to the Territory on the Rio Grande. It is
proper to mention that a small portion of this territory lies
south of the 34<h parallel of north latitude, and east of the
Rio Grande, embracing a region of little value, left to be em
braced in the new State now to be admitted. But by the ac¬

ceptance of this proposition the controversy growing out of
the Texan claim to the Rio Grande will be finally adjusted.
The government which I have proposed for the Territory of

New Mexico thus united with that which may be ceded
by Texas, is to be one suitable to the condition of the people
of the country, but to be without any restriction as to slavery
It may lie a Territorial Government in the usual form, if that
is thought best, and then it will be in conformity with the
propositions of the distinguished Senator from Kentucky, (Mr.
Ciat,) without the preamble atttached to his. If there be
any difficulty with regard to that, I suggest that it may be in
the form of the amendment proposed by the honorable Senator
from Michigan (Mr. Walker) to the Senate's bill, at the
last session of Congress; or of the amendment submitted by
the Committee of Ways and Means in the House of Repre¬
sentatives to that bill after it passed from the Senate. For
every point of practical utility, either of these propoiitions
would suffice. For one, it is my deliberate judgment that
whatever form of Territorial Government be established,
whether a provisional or other Government, with or without
restrictions in regard to slavery, there will be the same practi¬
cal result.

I know it may be asked, why object to a clause restricting
slavery, if it is certain that slavery will never exist there in
any event ? I answer, because the proposition to impose this
restriction has been the chief source of the agitation in the
Southern section ofthe Union ever since the question was first
raised in relation to the disposition which should be made of
these Territories. The right to impose it is questioned in t*ie
fir«t place. And it is justly regarded more offensive, because
it is unnecessary. It is looked upon in the light of a wanton
insult to the feelings and pride of the South. It may still be
said that slavery may find a foothold there. While tlie pre¬
sent organization of material creation stands, African slavery
can never find a foothold in New Mexico.

Mr. CORWIN. Why 1

Mr. BELL. The honorable Senater from Ohio asks me

why * Because I cay, sir, that by"the formation of the country
it has no such adaptation to agricultural employment as that
slave labor can ever pjssibly be profitable. It is a region
far more eleva'cd than any which has ever yet been success¬

fully cultivated by slave laoor. It is so wholly unsuitable in
every respect that slave labor can never find profitable em

ployment there. The demand for labor io the mines will be
amply supplied by the thousands of free emigrants who will
go there as s ion as mines shall be discovered rich enough
to justify the working of them, to say nothing ot the I'ldian
population, which supplies the cheapest labor of all. Why,
then, upon the vague fear in the minds of gentlemen that
s>me contingency.the bare conjecture of an accident now
inconceivable to the imagination.should the fate of the Union,
or its continued harmony, bejeopirded by insisting upon a

slavery restriction clause ' Is the sentiment at the North a
ra re blind impulse, having neither sense nor reason to sustain
it * If not, I should think these remote, conjectural contin¬
gencies would by nri gentleman be made a ground for insist¬
ing upon the introduction of this offensive reatricti jr..

I consider this propositi*)* only better than that submitted
by the President of the United States in his special message
U(»on this subject in this: that this proposition would prevent
the coming in of a new State before the people of the Terri¬
tory shall be duly qualified to take upon themselves the charge
of self-government. The population of New Mexico has not
increarrd so rapidly as was conjectured a year ago. I believe
that there are'very tew Americans there now. It is mortly a

thorioghfare to the great attraction on the birders of the Pa¬
cific. Our adventurous young mm do not stop there; they
press on to California.

I know that many Southern gentlemen, for whose opinions
I entertain a high respect, say that the Missouri compromise
line should at all liazards be adheted to. I cannot agree with
them. I will not en'er into a discussion now upon that point.
I will only say, tba\ even if it could be obtained, even if there
could be a recognition of slavery south of that Ibe, it would

be a barren-rtCUTT, for there would he*o rf.very there. The
little patch*. ilBlP-o del None, where «i«belabor'raigbI
find tome anpteyment, would not offer a eufficteat mdcoe-
ineut to the slaveholder to take hie property there. So that
even if this recognition should be t »ceied by the North,
insist it would be of no value to tk-a Seutb. But genttomcn
aay the principle would be preserved. Sir, I admit there u«5metbi£ m that; but of what value would it be
to present action or to future ^auition? Where «d
when > Do we not delude ourselves in our estimate of><he
value of that principle.the M.ssoun compromise lineJ Have
we not had enough of acquisition en the aide of Me*co
Where else do we expect further acquisitions Cuha,.per-
baps. If .cba ever cornea into theX nwn we need not atgue
.he question of the probability whether Cuba will bo a^laveor a free State. If, in the vicissitude. <rf the afla.rs of nations
Cuba ahouVl ever be presented to the United States to be an¬

nexed to them. we all know it must necewarily come m a. a

slave Stale. And in the contingeaojr that the slave popula¬
tion of Cuba should assert their freedom it would not be a

desirable acquisition to the people of the United States, IV orth
or South. In every point of v.ew, then, I regard the estab-
lishment tof ihe Missouri compromise line as a thing ef no

value.a working of benefit of any kind.
I omitted to state in its proper piece that, in the territory

lying north of the 34th parallel of north latitude, and west
of the line established between the United Slates and Mexico
on the *2d me idian of west longitude from Washington, and
running .*rth from Red river to the Arkansas, there is no

population. I allude to that portion of the territory proposed
to be incorporated with New Mexico, which lies within the
admitted limits of Texas. It U altogether unsettled, fc is

merely an-cpen plain, traversed by the Carnanches and the
buffalo ; not a white man to be found on it.
My neat resolution proposes to inacrporate all tho country

ceded by Mexico to the United States, lying west of New
Mexico and east of the contemplated cew 8tate of Cahfornw,
in one territory. The proposition, ofcourse, contemplates adi-
vision of ihc territory at some future tame, and when the set¬
tlement in it shall require. This is pioposed, upon the idea
tbst it is not proper or expedient to giwe any assurance to thst
peculiar people, the Mormons, by providing a separate Terri¬
torial Government for them, or to hold out any expectation thai
thev will ev«i be admitted into the Union as a separate State.
It "may be proper lhat they should be admitted 5 but tiU
we know mere of their policy, designs, And mstitutlons^-Ispeak not erohisively of religious institufcons-rl should think
that no Senator would be disposed to do .more for them than
to extend to thsm an adequate protection. The proposition in
this resolution is to provide for the Mormons, and all other
settlements and- inhabitants, as in the case of New Mexico,
a form of government suited to their condition, lhey will
want but little more than the protection of our arms, at least,
for a considerate time, against the depredations and massacre

of the Indiana. "

... pThe next resolution proposes the immediate admission ot
California ss a State of the Union 5 and it embraces the idea
of accepting its present boundaries. It has bean objected to
the admission of California that her boundaries are too exten¬
sive ; that her territory is too large 5 that two or more States
might be carved outof the territory assigned to it. JJe it so.

Is it desirable that itshould be so divided, either, to the North
or to the South * tit will make a large and pewerfol State, it
is true ; but, for my fart, I wish it had included the country
of the great Salt Lake in addition to its present temtory. I
care not how Urge it isr It will not be so large, I believe,
as the proposed new State to be erected in Texas. Jt.is ob¬
jected, and strong escff tion is taken to the maimer in which
the constitution was frumed 5 but it should be remembered
that that constitution is satisfactory to the inhabitants of that
country ; and upon what pretext, therefore, can Congress
object} We hear no nuirmurings of dissatisfaction on the
part of any of the inhabitants of California. There was, in¬
deed, a small minority opposed to it on some particular points,
but they acquiesced in its adoption by the majority. As to
the competency of the peuple for eelf-government, I would
refer you to the provisions of the constitution itself. It is
act acceptable to me ; it is not acceptable to the South gene¬
rally on one particular point.; but it is clear that that is a

point which we must concede, siace it is the will of the people
of that country.
Miaow it is objected that many of the residents of Cali¬

fornia are not citizens of the ZJnited States ; lhat they are

not.permanent residents; thai a ijteat partion of ihctn are

foreigners, who have found their way into lhat country in
pursuit of gold ; or that they are transient passengers. But
where .is the evidence of that > The whole popula'ion of
that Territory is described as being abgyt a hundred thousand $
and some .ten or fifteen thousand, no doubt, may have gone
there with .a view of returning os soon as they have gratified
themselves by seeing the country, or in reaping as much of
i's fruits as they can secure. But, sir, 4here is also a class of
permanent inhabitants.not including the old Mexican inha¬
bitants.enterprising men, who have become residents ; who
have acquired a foothold on 'he soil, who have made valuabe
improvements, who have fixed their destines there during
life. A large number of this class are engaged in various
enterprises j not merely in gold digging, but in the cultiva¬
tion of the soil, ia the eroction of buildings, in the pursuit of
trade and commerce, building up towns and eities. These
are the portion of the population, at loast it was this de¬
scription ol population who had the principal agency in
forming this constitution. They aro satisfied witn it, and
that is sufficient.

I have heard it suggested that this constitution was framed
under the exercise of an improper influeuce on the part of the
President of the United States. I havo seen no evidence to
sustain that suggestion. The initiative in the formation of
that constitution wns takjn before any message or even any
ship arrived from ihe United States conveying a message from
the President; before any intelligence had reached their
shores as to what were the opinions and policy of the Presi
dent upon that subjoct. That is a fact incontestably estab¬
lished. And, sir, in regard to the recommendation which be af¬
terwards gave through bis agent, even the impartial objectors
to this constitution do the President the justice to impute the
most patriotic motives to him ; and I add also that he was

guided by what was then, and would be now, under the cir-
custances, the soundest policy and the truest wisdom in rela¬
tion to the true interests of this country. Wisdom and pa¬
triotism wore alike conspicuous in the policy of the Presi¬
dent in relation to this subject. And what was it ? Merely
to give his countenance to the manifestation of their true
opinions regarding the form of government which they should
adopt. I have not heard one intimation, public or private,
founded upon evidence or authority, that he desired, meditated,
or suggested any thing in relation to the question of slavery
or no slavery in the formation of this constitution, leaving the
people entirely free from any influence he might possess as the
supreme Executive of the Union. I am, therefore, in favor
of the immediate admission of California into the Union with
its present boundaries, in connexion with the other proposi¬
tions which I submit. I say nothing of what I should do if
the question were to come up stripped of all other questions.
The next proposition proposes to regulate the manner in

which and the time when the people of the Territories of the
United States shall in future adopt State constitutions. That,
I think, we all see the importance of at tho present time. It
proposes to avoid the irregularity and anomalies which, in
some instances, have heretofore attended the formation of
State constitutions by the inhabitants of the Territories, which
are always more or less embarrassing to the Government, and
arc likely to be still more so in view of the great number of
new Stales which will sewn be pressing their claims for ad¬
mission into the Union. I think the proposition' speaks for
itself.

,Tho next resolution proposes that when Congress shnll
consent that tho people of any Territory shall form a State
constitution, they shall have the sole power to regulate their
internr.1 affairs and policy on every question whatever; and
that they shall bo controlled only by the express restrictions
contained in the Constitution of the United States. This is
only important in view of quieting for the future all apprehen¬
sions as to certain questions which have heretofore given
much dissatisfaction. This is merely a quieting proposition.The last propositi >n is that these several propositions be
committed to the Committee on Territories, with instructions
to report a bill in conformity wi h their spirit and principle".I have purposely avoided, Mr. President, as the Senate
will see, incumbering these resolutions with too many pro¬visions; with subjects and questions not altogether distinct,
but wlrch miy be easily disposed ef when separately taken
up and consider! d. There is the fugitive slave bill; I have
taken no notice of that. On that subject I entertain no dis¬
trust that whtttever^Congregs can do will bo done. And so
as to the question of the abolition of slavery and the slave-
trade in the Dis rict of Columbia. I believe these questions
can be readily and satisfactorily adjusted, if we can only settle
thin great question in controversy relating to the newly-acquir*
ed Territories of New Mexico and California,

Mr. President, I do not propoaa to enter into any general
discussion, or into the discutsion of the general principles'nvolved in this question of slavery now. Perhaps I may
on some future occasion t but I desire to be indulged, before
I closc, with » few remarks of a general nature.

I have not obtruded myself, as the Senate well know,
upon ihe attention of this body in the discussions with which
we have been so liberal y entertained and interested during
the present session. I have not done so, mainly because I did
not believe myself able to shod light upon the path of other
gentlemen, and especially when I could rec my own pathway,
or the one I was inclined to tread, so dimly. I have no
bigoted conceit, or confidence, with regard toar.y proposition,
nol even those which I have now presented. They are the
best, under the circumstances, that I can conceive of; and
upon the suggestion, and wiih tho advice of a few friends, I
have undertaken to present them. I do not know that they
will meet with general acceptance even from gentlemen from
the South, while I would be satisfied with them, as indeed
I would with some in a diff rent shape. Vet, sir, of what con¬
sequence is my individual opinion upon such a subject» I
am but an individual. The sentiments of the South at this
time may go far beyond any conception which I may have
of what they would deem satisfactory.

Mr. Prcsidiat, I believe I have been neither more nor less
agitated or excited, io contemplating the present distracted

KUte of the public mind, than the nrftwe and tendency of tht
question* involved may fairly warrants but I can readily con-
ceive how gentlemen coining from the South, and perh 1
having no greater interest in tbia «ueation than I have, 01
whose constituencies have no greater interest in H than the
conatituency which I repreaent, may indulge in feeling* ol
more intensity than I have done, or entertained views in regsa
to tho dangers which threaten the groat intereala of the Soutfc
more gloomy and desponding than I am disposed to enterUin,
and for the same reasons, I can readily excuse the extreme
proposition* that have been forwarded to ua from the South,
expressed in various remonatrancea and reaolutiona of Legisla¬
ture, of conventions, and ol prwuary meetings of t'.e people.
Though Ihey may go beyond what my judgment would ap-
prove yet 1 can excuse them. It is possible, indeed, that

| they may be the wisest at last; for I believe I would not be a
lueirard in the exercise of all the necessary means, whenevei* the contingency shall arise, of resisting or of redrew,ug any
flagrant violsti. n either of the sights or the honor of the South.
At the same time, I must say, that, in the State of which 1
am a public servant here, I have given no countenance.no
encouragement at leaat-to some of the extreme measures
proposed in the South. I have not countenanced the assem-
bling of the Southern Convention among my friends in 1 en-
nesscc I have, on the other hand, rather encouraged the re-
posing of a liberal confidence in the North for the settling, not
only of this, but of all other great questions of national and
domestic policy, upon an equitable and liberal basis, as the
best mode of repressing any hostile sentiments on the part of
the North against the institutions of the 8outh, or of the
South against the North, oaany ground whatever. If, there-
fore, any good should result from the proposed Southern Con¬
vention.and I trust that good may re-ult fromit, if it is
held.I shall not be entitled-to any crcdit for it; and if, on
the other hand, evil should spring from it, though I may be a
sufferer with every other cituen of the Union, I shall not be
responsible for it.

. . ,.But lam not altogether free from apprehension as to the
consequences to the peace and harmony ot this country, if those
who hold the majority poweschould, in the settlement of these
distracting questions, exercise it stringently and arbitrarily,
may have indulged in sentiments and opinions in m'ation t0
the good sense, the justice, .and the patriotism ol Northern
gentlemen far too generous and confiding ; but I shall not
surrender those opinions until I see the most decided manifes¬
tations of a contrary spirit.

Sir, I am afraid that the senliment is but too common with
Northern gentlemen, in viewing the demonstrations in the
South of a spirit of determined resistance to tho avowed po¬
licy of the North, upon the subject of slavery, in the light ot
mere bravado.of gasconade.

.I have heard, in my private intercourse with Northern gen¬
tlemen, the suggestion that most or all of these extreme re¬

solves at the South, these extreme demonstrations, may he
fairly imputed to party, to the impulsive passions, anu to the
irrqgular ambition of political aspirants, and that t| »ou « be
discreditable and pusillanimous in the North to yield a uttle ol
what they have considered their true policy upon this subject,
under such circumstances. I desire to tell these gentlemen,
in all«»ndor, that I think they ace mistaken. I have watch¬
ed the whole movement lor years, and I think I have seen a
considerable accession of strength to.those who layor extreme
measures of resistance and redress among leading men in
many of the States of the 8outb, not to my in all who are not
active participants in the party strife of the day. I have seen,
too, in some of the Southern States, leading men ol both
parties co-operating in the sime cause. Every uayhoar of some gentleman of intellect and influence, to
whom it would be unfair to impute motives of personal
or party aggrandizement, committing himself to these
violent resolves. Is it, then, the part of wisdom to say that
no consideration is due to these movements f For, though
it may be that the great body of the farming.and planting in¬
terests repose in quiet on their farms and plantations, undis¬
turbed by the -storm which rages around them, yet, when
leading and a ;ber-minded citizens, one after another, yield
to the suggestions of the more intemperate and excited, how
neon may a whole population be brought to rally Jn supportof Ahe most violent and dangerous schemes '

But, suppose it to be true, as alleged, that most or all ot
these violent demonstrations are to be ascribed to party inte¬
rests and views ? to the irregular wicked passions ; to the un
bridled ambition of political aspirants; etill are not these the
great elements of mischief, the most potent elements ofdiscord,
dissatisfaction, and convulsion in all free Governments ; and
is it no port of the dutiesof a wise statesman in this country to
give his attention seriously to these sourcos of danger to the
Republic I And when, to the potency of these elements ol
power in an attempt (as it may be so) to overturn tbeOov-
einment, yevu superadd a deep sense of wrong and injury, dif¬
fused among a numerous class, embracing extensive sections,
populous and powerful States, can you still say that it is no
part of wisdom to give any serious or grave consideration to 1
these combined influences f Will you still compose your |minds to the belief that these demonstrations are not to be re¬
garded, because the causes which produced them are such as I
you do not anl cannot respect ?

«.Mr. President, I have heard it suggested that this contro¬
versy has been provoked by the South, in their mad passion I
for war and conquest. Suppose it is true. Is that a reason
why this Union should be put in jeopardy, on a feeling on
resentment or a principle of retaliation ? Forbid it, every
consideration connected with the interest find *ilestiny of this
great country. And let nie say, too, that the North must
bear a large share of the responsibility of bringing this condi¬
tion of things upon the country} for it was by Northern votes,
by Northern support, that the war was brought on out o
which these new acqu sitions were made. Uwas m good
part by Northern support and countenance that these ac<l"'M"
tions of new tenitory were insisted on and effected. nil
they now desert their brethren and allies of the South, anet
say they will not come to their relief in this fearful exigency, I
produced by their joint counsel and united efforts I

Mr. President," the main pillar upon which the Union I
rests for its preservation has its foundation in the mutua
confidence, the ties of reciprocal interest, andTraternal regar
between its different members and sections. These ha*e been
the essentiil elements of that noble sentiment of loyalty to
the Union which has hitherto preserved it unscathed and
unhurt amid all the storms that have assailed it. li«t this sen¬
timent of loyalty be once materially impaired ; let this cord,
strong as it may be, yet of the finest and most delicate texture,
and now strained to the highest point ol tension, y any un ° I
ward act of violence or rash policy be snapped.its grappling on
the hearts of the people in any of their great sectional divisions
unloosed and broken.from that moment, sir, the question ol
the preservation or of the destruction of the Union will ctfase
to inspire a rational interest If it is preserved, its existence
will be nominal < its blewjngs and advantages a mockery-
How long is it since we have seen a mete handful of me"
I will not call them fatfionists in an offensive sense, but in
the legitimate sense-in the House of Representatives, inter¬
posing between the two great and legitimate par ies o I
country, and preventing the organization of the House, and
delaying the whole business of legislation or
month > Let sueh a spirit as that be once diffused among; the
Representatives of noarly half the Union, an y?ur ...ment is as effectually paralyzed and defeated of its object as

though this Union were, in terms, dissolved.
I have heard other remedies, other reliances, I will not say

what, alluded in private conversation, for the preservation!
the Union.alluded to, I think, upon no great
But, sir, this Union can never be preserved by enforced obser¬vance of its obligations. Your army and navy are no pe
tent to it under circumstances of peril like the presen . ,

sir, this Union cannot be preserved by all the sacred a-socii-
tioni or traditionary references derived from its ear y y ,

nor by a regaid to obligations contracted in the most solemn
and imposing forms, snd attested by the most
names ; nor by glory won under a common banner ; nor by a
woild-wide fame ; nor by all lhe*e united, if, by any act or
scheme of policy deliberately planned, any great Prin°'Pj® 0
common and rqual justice as between the different section
tho Union should be wantonly and flagrantly violated.

Mr. President, I purpose at this time to say no mere upon
this subject. I bog pardon of the Senator from Iexas (Mr.
Rusk) for having trespassed to long upon his courtesy, anet
of the Senate for having taxed their patience. I propose that
these resolutions be laid upon the table, and lh%t they e
printed. Whether I shall move the further consideration ef
them at any future time will not depend upon me so much as

upon the favor with which the Senate may be disposed to re-

^The resolutions were then sent to the Secretary's desk, and
were ordered to be printed, as follows :

...Whereas consideration, of the highest interest to the whole
country demand llut the existing and ;ncre»a,ng d..ser.«.on.
between the North and the South on the subject of slavery
should be speedily arrested, and that the <VU
vcrsy be adjusted upon some basis which shall tend tog'V
present nuiet, repress actional an.mosit.es, remove, as far as
possible, the causes of future discord, and secure the uninter¬
rupted enjoyment of those benefits and advantages winch Ihe
Union was intended to confer in equal measure upon all us

""And whereas, it is manifest, under prewnt circumstances, that |
no adjustment can be effected of the points of difference un¬happily existing between the Northern and Southern sectionsof tie Union connected with the subject ot slavery which. sha l
secure to either section all that is contended lor, and that ni
tual concession upon questions of mere policy, not involving
the violation of any constitutional right or principle, must be
the basis of every project affording any assurance ot a favora-

h^mWhlreas the j'int resolution for annexing Texas to the
United States, approved March 1, 184J, contains the ftd'>*"
inz condition and guaranty, that is to say : New States of

!« convenient size, not exceeding four in "umber, in> aMmosi"« to said State of Texas, »nd having sufficient populat on,
. may hereafier, by the consent of said State, be formed out o
. the territory thereof, which stall be entitled to admission
. under the provisions of the federal constitution ? and such
. States as ro-y be formed out of that portion of said territory
. lyfng "uU, 'of 36 degrees 30 minute, nor.h l.t.tudc^rn-« monlv known as the Missouri compromise line, shall be^ail« .Uted into the Union wiih or without slavery, asahe people
« of each Sute asking admission may desire ; and
. Bute or States as alsadl be formed out of said territorynorth. of said Missouri compromise line slavery or

i . servitude (except for crime) shall be prohibited There-
lor*.

I 1. Resolved, That the obligation to comply with the coodi-'
tion and guaranty above recited in good (kith be distinctly re¬
cognised, and that, in part compliance with the Mine, ai soon1 at the people of Texas shall, by an act of their Legislature,f signify their assent by restricting the limits thereof within theI territory lying east of the Trinity and south of the Red river,

I and when the people of the residue of the territory claimed
by Texas, lying south of the 34th degree of north latitude andI we*t of the Trinity, shall, with the assent of Texas, adopt a
constitution republican in form, they be admitted into the
Union upou an equal footing in all respects with the original
stgiet,

2. Resolved, That if Texas shall agn.e to cede, the United
¦ States will accept a cession of all the unappropriated domain
t in «|| the territory claimed by Texas lying west of the Colo,

rado, and extending north of the 4iW parallel of north latitude,
. and to pay theralor a sum not exceeding millions ol
r, dollars, to be applied in the first plaee to the extinguishment

of any portion ol the existing public debt of Texas, for the
'r discharge of which the United States are under any obliga-

tions, implied or otherwise, and the remainder as Texas shall
require. .

1 3. Resolved, That when the population of that portion of
. the territory claimed by Texas, lying south ot the 34th paral¬lel of north latitude aud west of the Colorado, shall b? equal

to the ratio of representation in Congress under the last pre-
t ceding apportionment, according to the provisions of the con-

stitution, and the people^)! such territory shall, with the as¬
sent of the new State contempUted in the preceding resolu-
tion, have adopted a State constitution republican in lorra, theybe admitted into the Uniou as a State upon an equal footingwith the original States.

,, .4. R(solved, That all the territory now claimed by Texas,
lying north o( the 34th parallel of north latitude, and which
may be ceded to the United States by Texas, be incorporatedwith the Territory of New Mexico, except such part thereof
as lies east of the Rio Grande and south of the 34th parallelot north latitude, and that the territory so composed form a
State, to be admitted into the Union when the inhabitants
thereof shall adopt a constitution, republican in form, with the
consent of Congress ; but in the mean time, and until Con¬
gress shall give such consent, provision be made lor the gov¬
ernment of the inhabitants of said Territory suitable to their
condition, but without any restriction as to slavery.

5. Unsolved, That all the territory ceded to the United
States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, lying west of
said Territory of New Mexico aud cast of tlie" contemplated
n«w State o£ California, for the present continue one territo¬
ry, and tor which some form of government suitable to the
condition of the inhabitants bu provided without any restric¬
tion as to slavery.

6. Resolved, That the constitution recently formed by the
people of the western portion of California, and presented to
Congress by the President on the 13th day- of February, 1850,be accepted, aud that they be admitted into the Union as a
State upon an equal footing in all respects with the originalStates.

7. Resolved, That in fature the formation of Slate constitu¬
tions by the inhabitants of the Territories of the United States
be regulated by law, and that no such constitution be hereaf¬
ter tormed or adopted by the inhabitants ol any Territory be¬
longing to the United States without the consent and authorityof Congress.

8. Resolved, That the inhabitants of any Territory of the
United States, when they shall be authorized by Congress to
form a State constitution, shall have the sole and exclusive
power to rtgulate aud adjust all questions of internal State
policy, of whatever nature they may be, controlled only by the
restrictions expressly imposed by the constitution ot the Unit¬
ed States.

9. Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in¬
structed to report a bill in conformity with the spirit aod prin¬ciples of the foregoing resolutions.
* ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA.
Mr. HAMLIN. With the consent of the Senator from

Texas, (Mr. Rchk,) I move that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of the Piesident's message on the subject of
California. I do it only for the purpose of assigning a day for
its consideration.

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have a suggestion to of¬
fer, which I might as well make now as at any other time. I
rise, on the part of my colleague, to make a request of the
Senate that he shall bo allowed an opportunity, at one o'clock
on Monday next, to present his views to the Senate on the
resolutions of the Senatorfrom Kentucky, (Mr. Cur,) which
I believe wero made the special order for to-day. He has
been affected for some time by the cold weather of the season,
and within the last few dsys has greatly recovered, though,in the estimation of hi* friends, it has not been thought ad¬
visable that he should attempt to deliver his views in the Sen¬
ate, and he has therefore requested me to ask the Senate to
allow him.he of course being present.the privilege of havinghis remarks read by some friend at that hour. With these
remarks

Mr. DICKINSON. No motion is required ; the mere re¬
quest is enough.
Mr.-BUTLER. Very well, I «m satsfied if such shall

be considered the general understanding of the Senate.
Mr. CLAY. 1 rise to express my hearty concurrence in

the suggestion, and I hope that, without its being necessary
to make any entry of the fact on the journals, it will be
unanimously considered tbat the request of the eminent and
distinguished Senator, whose absence from the Senate is cause
of the most unfeigned regret, is at once accordcd. It requires
no entry on the journals.

Mr. KING. I trust the simple suggestion will be consider¬
ed as sufficient, and tbat no formal motion will be required to
go on the journal. There can be no doubt (he Senate will
hear with great pleasure the views of the distinguished Sena¬
tor, whether read by his colleague or delivered by himself. I
hope the Senator will havo the power to be present himself;
but if not, then I am willing, as is no doubt the Senate,
that some friend shall read his views for him, even if he is
not present.

Mr. CLAY. Undoubtedly.
The motion of Mr. Hamlin to postpone the further con¬

sideration of the President's message on the subject of Cali¬
fornia until Tuesday next was then agreed to.

THE COMPROMISE.
The Senato then proceeded to the consideration of the

compromise resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr.
Clat.)

Mr. WALKER. Before the Senator from Texas takes
the floor, I wish, as I understand it is his intention to speak
to the resolutions generally, to offer an amendment to the
second resolution of the 8enator from Kentucky.Mr."RUSK. I have no objection to yield the floorfor that
purpose merely.

Mr. WALKER. I have no disposition to occupy it, ex¬
cept to offer an amendment to the second resolution of the
Senator from Kentucky, to which I will call his attention. I
propose to amend the second resolution by inserting the words
.. but has been abolished and prohibited together with the slave
trade," after the word " law," in the first line ? by striking
out the word "is," and inserting " can," in the same line ;
by striking out the words .' likely to" in the first and Bccond
line, and by inserting after the word "Mexico," in the third
line; the words .« without positive enactments so that, thus
amended, the resolution will read as follows :

.. Resolved, That as slavery does not exist by law, but has
been abolishedandprohibited, together-with the slave trade, and
cannot [is not likely to] be introduced into any of the territoryacquired by the United States from the Republic of Mexico
¦without positive enactments, it is inexpedient for Congress to

Sirovide by law either for its introduction into, or exclusiou
rom, any part of the said Territory," Stc.
Mr. RU8K then rpsumed, and concluded the speech which

he commenced yesterday.
Mr. WALKER. I propose that the amendment which I

submitted this morning be printed, and I will then move to
postpone the further convideratjon of the resolutions until
to morrow.

Mr. HALE. I want to ask the attention of the honorable
Senator from Texas for one moment. I listened to his re¬
marks with a great deal of pleasure, but I want to correct a
statement made by him in regard to a matter of history.
The Senator spoke of a certain hobby, I suppose he alluded
to the Wilmot proviso, upon which, he said, individuals had
ridden into Congress. 1 will inform the Senator, so far as
so humble an individual as myself is concerned, that I was
clected to Congress some twelve months before the introduc¬
tion of tbat proviso. The Senator will perceive, therefore,
that I, at leas*, havo not ridden into Congresa upon that
..hobby."

Mr. RUSK. The honorable Senator mistakes me if he
supposes that I said he rode into Congress upon the Wilmot
proviso. I said it was a Senatorial hobby. I,am willing to

give the Senator from New Hampshire credit for coming in

on foot, ar.d I hope he will keep on foot. [Laughter.]
'The motion to print and to postpone was agreed to.
And the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Monday, February 25, 1850.

Among the papers presented to day was one by Mr. Schixck
of a journal and proceeding* of a Convention of delegates
elected by the people of New Mexico, held at Santa Fe on

the 24th of September, 1849, presenting a plan for a civil
government of said Territory of New Mexico, and asking the
a tion of Congress (hereon ; which he moved to have referred
to the Committee on Territories and printed.

Mr. HOWARD proposing to debate the petition-
Mr. SCHE.NCK moved that the rules be suspended, for

the purpose of considering his motion now; which motion was
agreed to : Yeas 135, nays 42.
The question was then taken on the motion of Mr.

Schkkck, that the petition be referred to the Committee on

Territories and be printed, and it was decided in the affirmative.
Mr. BOWLIN asked the unanimous consent of the House

to introJuce the following resolutions :

1. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, it is alike
expedient and competent, tinder the constitution, for the Gov¬
ernment of the United States to construct a railroad.or other
thoroughfares over the public domain without the limits of a

State, so as to unite for military and commercial purposes the
distant and separate portions ol the Bepublie.

U. That such a connexion ought only to be m ule and owned
by the Government through our own territory, where the trade
along, its lines would be torever under the protection of our
own flag, and tend to encourage the occupation and cultivation

of our own vm»t public domain ; and ought to be ao construct.

p2SZ °f ** with the oavi-
gable water, of the Pacific ocean, in aa central a poaition to

.^rrIi°? "j pop"!*"**! uiicompatible with a due^sgard to
the best and most practicable route.

3" railroad, of other thoroughfare, connecting the
waters of the Mississippi with the navigable waters of the Pa-
cine should be a great public military and commercial high¬
way, national in its design, national in its character, and ua-
tioiial in its construction, and that it should belong to the Uni¬
ted States, and be forever disconnected with individual inte-
Ik P1" "Peculations, and should be preserved forever free to
ths whole people of the Confederacy.
ted 'LT|ld begr°M,y TJurt t0 the ofth« Uni-
f

and derogatory to the dignity ot the Republic, to

IraAff .
M"onal resources of the people in constructing a

SSffcrS °J ^ >ind "nd * locality and

iect to th« infl r* °- any ,Ddividual or individuals, sub-
(Htiona «» i"®?' of private interest, upon any terms, con-

i&7nK'a ,0n,,WfuiteVer» lhe wh0'c W® being the
5 -fh!# !k ^T<Tk* ooMtructed from their means.

nisli Ih^iiiSSa fn ,i* °f the U"Ued Sutei ,hou,,J fttr-
tbat tliev should 1 construction ot such a road, and
the shortest practicable"JJShSSl^" '° comP,etion iu

iith'thJ?we#teru fr°?der
the Atlantic, North, 8&tL^3f^iithe improvement from
stitutional and expedient tnr rn ,lraJ« that " '. alike con-

through which they t0 8Tant to »he States
land along the routes to aid said States^the^"' °' [he P.ub,ic

7. That as a nrc.,..t,.
,u St"tes in their construction.

ment of a line ot the electro>magnetic tel»mi h r c
Louis to San Francisco by liberal dowtions of d^DUbi^and"and guarantying the protection of theoSSiS?at her
military sUtions along the route,

8. 1 hat a select committee .of thirteen be appointed to tak*
into consideration the subject of the great national highway to-

CaMfarnja awl Oregon and also the subset of the magneticdtelegraph ; and that they be instructed to inquire into the ex-
lency of establishing the same upon the principles above
down, or upon such other principles as they may deem

or*otherwise!°Per 5 "nd lhkt they haVe e t0 "P0* ^ bui

Mr. ROOT objecting.
Mr. BOWLIN moved a suspension of the rules ; which

therefor.Wa8 ,h® negative» tw®-tbirda not voting.
On motion of Mr. THURSTON, the rule, were suspend¬ed for the purpose of enabling him to offer the following reso¬

lution, which was agreed to :
*

0<>n'mittee »° "» Ten-Horie.be in-
the Prob,ble P«*«ent population of Oregon Terw

"iSis an«T wl ptr0p0rt,0u 0l ""a P^^'O^J are American
ciuzens, and what proportion foreigners, and what proportion
can cHiLern.,5ner* lhdr intention to ^come Ameri-

2J. What first led to the settlement of said Territory by
American citizens ; what inducements were held out to emi-

. frnt0ry from lhe State«! the extent and na¬
ture of those inducements; by whom held out; and what bene-
nt th^TCrU<; to.th* Gener*' Government from the settlement

«i wk ^ American citizens.

overi.nJi .n »ime h. t'4ke, f°rc1niiSra,»« to get to that Territory
the journey each.? th° Probtble "P«n»«»of

fl.^11lo,n^ *tte
L thl ""nmencement of emigration to

senlni T y before the General Government provided the
se tlei s there with a civil government ,. how long the people of

exbei!^r-r'wh^ ra"lnt,.,ned » civil government at their own
expense, when the 1 erritory was organized by the General
Stemhnfn 5 "" ,W ' were tl,e ^^^ips and inconveniences
JJSl1'? '.i^ e'Jt in thjit Territory not peculiar to a

un w® wvera' Territories which have been settled
east of the Rocky Mountains.
Ami1- Illt0.tbe propriety and justness of donating land to all
American citizens now in said Territory, or on their way there
who ih W08® of ""lenient, and to all foreigners now there
,. 1 , r f®°?e n*luraJlzed American citizens ; and into the
quantity ot land to be donated, and the necessary rules and re-

naturaHr 1<1 aC *tt?ched.t? donations made to native-born and
* k J American citizens res{>ectively.
.

Into the propriety o» donating land, in proper nuanti-
^. ' nd w,t'1 proper rules and regulations, to such American
citizens as shall emigrate to and settle in said Territory here-
alter, and to the sons ot American citizens in said Territory
hereafter becoming of age and s ettling there.

7th. into the propriety, where the sixteenth or thirty-sixth
sections, reserved for school purposes by the act of ormniza-
tion, shall conflict with the land claims ofindividuals as allow¬
ed by the laws ot the late Provisional Government of said Ter-
ritoir, o» allowing said claimants to hold their claims still, and
the I erritonal Government to select other lands of eqnal value
in some part ot the Territory not claimed.
And, finally, that said committee be further instructed to

inquire into the best means to be adopted by the Government
ot promot ing the settlement and prosperity of said Territory,
and into the importance ot the settlement and prosperity of
that 1 erritory to the commerce of the United States.

Mr. 81RLEY (the rules having been suspended for that *

purpose) offered the following resolution, which was agreed tot

structwl.
thC Comrnittee on Military Affairs be in-

first, .'I o inquire into the sufficiency of the military force
now stationed on the frontiers of Iowa, Wisconsin, and Min¬
nesota Territory, for the defense thereof.

Secondly. In case said force is not sufficient, and there are no
means at the disposal ofthe Department of War to increase it,
said Committee to report a bill authorizing the President of
the United States to call into the service of the United States
such volunteers as may by him be deemed necessary to preserve
the peacc of the country.
On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the House then adjourned

till to morrow at 12 o'clock.

Wednesday, Ffbruary 27, 1850.
The following bills were severally introduced by lpave,

read, and respectively referred to appropriate committees :

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: A bill to provide a
homestead of 160 acres of the public domain for every man
who is the head of a family and a ritizen of the United States,
or any widow who is the mother of a minor child or children,
who may become permanent occupants anil cultivators of the
soil ; which was read twice.

By Mr. MOORE : A bill to discourage speculation in the
public land-', and to secure homes thereon to actual settlers.
By Mr. ASHMUN : A bill to reduce the rates of postage

and to abolish the franking privilege.
By Mr. BRIGGS : A bill to establish a branch mint of the

United States in the city of New York.
Mr. PECK offered the following preamble and resolution :

Whereas the_ owners of important inventions complain
that great injustice is done them by the unauthorized erection
of machinery in the Provinces of Canada, for which they have
obta-ned letters [>atent, under acts of Congress, by which ma¬

chinery goods are manufactured in the said Provinces and sent
into the United States for sale : Therefore.

Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be instructed to

inquire into the expediency of some further legislation upon
this subject, wi h tlie view of protecting inventions from the
injury complained ot, and that they report by bill or otherwise.
The resolution was agreed to.

CALIFORNIA AND NEW MEXICO.
On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, the House

resolved itself into Committee of the Wholo on the State of
the Union, (Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the chair.)
On motion of Mr. TOOMB8, (who was entitled to the

floor,) the consideration cf the annual message of the Presi¬
dent of the United States was set aside, and the committee
proceeded to consider the message of the President in relation
to California and New Mexico.

Mr. DOTY, (Mr. Tooubs yielding,) offered the following
bill for the admission of California as a State into the Union j

An act to admit the State of California into the Union.
Whereas the people of California have formed forthemselves

a Constitution and State Government, and applied for admis¬
sion 'into the Union as a State; and whereas the said constitu¬
tion has been officially communicated to Congress, and is re¬
publican : Therefore.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, He. That the State of California, with
the boundaries described in the said constitution, shall be and
is hereby declared to be one of the United States of Ame¬
rica, and admitted into the Union on an equal looting with the
original Srates, in all respects whatever.

Sec. 2. The said State of California shall never interfere
with the primary disposal of the soil within the same by the
United States, nor with any regulations Congress may make
for securing the title in such soil to bona fide purchasers there-
of, and no tax shall be imposed on lands the property ot the
United States; which said provisions are hereby declared to be
fundamental conditions upon which the said State it admitted
into the Union. .

Mr. TOOMBS then proceeded, and spoke an hour on the
subject of slavery.

Mr. BAKER followed, and also spoke an hour in relation
to tho admission of California into the Union.

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, then obtaineJ the floor, and
consumed his allotted hour in a speech on the subject of
slavery.

Mr. CONRAD next got the floor, but yithkd to p motion
ihat the committee rise, which was agreed to. And the com¬
mittee rose.
On m.tionofMr. FEATHERSTON the House then ad¬

journed till to-morrow at 12 o'clock.

Thursday, February 28, 1850.
Mr. BURT offered the following resolution, which waa

agreed to:
Retolvcd, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in-

itructed to inquire into the jnstice and propriety of refunding to

the State of Sooth Carolina the money paid by that State to

her troops who served in the Florida war ; and that they re¬

port by bill or otherwise.
On motien of Mr. THOMPSON, of Miss., the House re¬

solved i'w-slf into Committee of the Whole on the State of the
Union, (Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed
the consideration of the special message of the President of
the United States, transmitting the Constitution of California.

Mr. CONRAD being entitled to the floor, occupied it for
an hour in expressing his vieWs on the subject of slavery in
the Territories.

Mr. PARKER followed, and also spoke an Hour on the
same subject.

Mr. 8ACKETT next obtained the fl or, but gave way to

a motion that the Committee rise, which being agreed to,
The Committee na; and the House adjourned.


